
 

 

 

Dear fellow music lover,  
 

Welcome to Project Mohawk!   
 
If you are reading this, it means that you have invested your money in 
something a little bit special… Congratulations, you are now the proud owner 

of a genuine vinyl dubplate ☺ 
 
So what is this dubplate thing all about..? Well, here’s a little history 
lesson for you…  
 
The Dubplate thing originally started out as a part of Jamaican Dancehall & 
Reggae culture. It quickly became the primary means by which leading 
Soundsystem & Radio DJ’s would produce exclusive track demos for testing, 
often to gauge the popularity of a track before committing to a full release, but 
was also used as a battle tool for DJ’s to get themselves noticed by having 
tracks, or versions of tracks known as ‘specials’ that nobody else had access to. 
 
Around 1993 the Dancehall sound started to influence what was then the 
hardcore and rave scene in the UK, spawning a new style of music that would 
be known as ‘Jungle’. With that Dancehall influence, also came a greater focus 
on dubplates, with DJ’s and Producers alike queuing for many hours to get 
their own dubplates cut. Once what had been the domain of the Dancehall had 
crossed over and exploded onto the UK underground music scene, with the 
likes of Music House in North London becoming famous for cutting dubplates 
for a host of the scene’s leading DJs, many of which still play drum & bass 
today. 
 
Back then, almost all dubplates were cut from blank discs known as ‘Acetates’. 
This was in effect a metal plate coated with a lacquer, the relative softness of 
which allowed a specially designed head mounted above a turning lathe to cut 
the grooves of the track into the acetate so that the music could be correctly 
reproduced when played on a normal turntable. Although there were many 
benefits to Acetate dubplates (not least the distinct smell they had!), the 
softness of the lacquer meant that with repeated play over time, your one off 
special would degrade and the playback quality reduce to the extent that it 
would eventually become unplayable.  
 
So around 2004 people started to experiment with the process and gradually a 
slightly modified version of the dubplate was created using blank discs of vinyl 
that would not degrade over time like acetate. Although some of the benefits 
of cutting acetate were lost (including the famous smell), overall the main 
benefit of durability outweighs the drawbacks, and thus nowadays vinyl 
dubplates are often chosen as the best means to create ‘specials’ for 
turntablists and vinyl collectors everywhere.          



 

 

 

And so to your dubplate… 
 
It has been produced entirely by hand with genuine love and attention.  
Each dubplate is individually cut using a lathe and special cutting head as 
mentioned previously; it is not pressed as with standard vinyl.  
Each sleeve and the labels on each side of the dubplate are hand made and 
printed before being individually numbered. This is a true limited edition 
collector’s item. 
 
Although your dubplate should look and sound great in it’s own right, please 
remember there are 9 EP’s in the series and the sleeves form an 
interconnecting ‘jigsaw of art’. Collect them all and arrange the dubplate 
sleeves in the correct order to reveal the main design.  
 
Don’t forget your digital download..! 
 
As part of your purchase, you are entitled to a free copy of the full digital EP 
in lossless WAV format, along with an exclusive bonus track only given to 
those that purchase the dubplate. To claim this, simply email an electronic 
copy of your purchase receipt to us at info@brokenaudiorecordings.com with 
the EP title in the subject line, E.G Project Mohawk #1 and we will then 
provide you a download link by return. Please note that each link will only 
work once or will expire after 7 days if unused. 
 
And finally, do you want to win a very special trip to Amsterdam..? 
 
When we receive your email and receipt, you will automatically be added to 
our mailing list and entered into our competition to win various Broken Audio 
goodies, with first prize being an all expenses paid trip for two to experience 
a Broken Audio Label night in Amsterdam NL.  
 
Full details, including terms & conditions can be found on the Broken Audio 
Facebook page or downloaded as a .pdf zip file from our website simply by 
clicking the following link: http://www.brokenaudiorecordings.com/PROJECT-
MOHAWK-COMPETITION.zip  
 
Please remember you may enter once for each Project Mohawk EP release, so 
with a maximum of 9 entries per person, the more music you buy, the better 
your chances of winning a prize!  
 
Good luck from us all @ Broken Audio Recordings ☺☺☺☺   


